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School Name City Home Email / Web

ALBERTA

WSR Wakeboard School Shawn Gratzfeld Darwell (780) 892-2880 wsrwakeboardclub@hotmail.com / www.wsrwakeboardschool.com

Waterski Zone Paul Seaton Brooks (403) 793-0727 waterskizone@hotmail.com

Off Axis Wakeboard School Catherine Dafoe Canmore (403) 688-3553 info@getoffaxis.com / www.getoffaxis.com

Hyper Active Watersports Wake Days Brett Ireland Calgary (403) 288-3286 brett@hyperactivewatersports.com / www.hyperactivewatersports.com

Shalom Park Ken Nelson Leduc (780) 955-9428 matrix@shalompark.com / www.shalompark.com

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Syndicate Watersports Kerilyn Pitaoulis Invermere (250) 342-3839 info@syndicatewatersports.com / www.syndicateboardshop.com

Shadybrook Marina Mike DuBois Windermere (250) 347-8662 lake@shadybrookresort.com / shadybrookresort.com

Shuswap Ski & Board Mike Gazley Sicamous (250) 836-0081 info@shuswapsnb.com / www.shuswapsnb.com

CVM Wakeboard School Scott Acton Scotch Creek (250) 955-2424 scott@captainsvillage.com / www.captainsvillage.com

Above the Board Watersports Geoff Nickson Osoyoos (250) 498-9044 osoyoosgeoff@yahoo.ca / abovetheboardosoyoos.com

WakePilot Wakeboarding Rob Rausch Osoyoos (250) 408-9308 rob@wakepilot.com / www.wakepilot.com

Summerland Boat Rentals Wakeboard Camps Herman Schneider Summerland (250) 494-4002 summerlandboatrentals@shaw.ca / www.summerlandboatrentals.com

Green Lake Watersports Inc. Steve Legge Whistler (604) 935-1933 steve@greenlakewatersports.ca / www.greenlakewatersports.ca

Towjammerz Wakeboard School George Pullin Salmon Arm (250) 836-0300 info@towjammerz.com / www.towjarmmerz.com

Wake Up N Ride Wakeboarding School Cam / Mari Plamondon Nelson (250) 354-9556 plummer@telus.net / www.wakeupnride.com

Toolman's W-Ski, Wkbrd, Wksurf Tim Whitworth Kelowna (604) 308-4284 toolman's-wskiwkbrd@hotmail.com

Radgalz Wake School / Deviate on Wake Sarah Johnson Kelowna (250) 718-5217 radgalz@silk.net / www.radgalz.com

MWS Adventures Watersports Jeff Colbert Kelowna (250) 212-1554 jeffcolbert@hotmail.com

Fluid Motions @ Pier Watersports Greg Garward Penticton (250) 490-5370 moombafooter@hotmail.com / www.pierwatersports.com

Big Air Wakeboard School Brent Goodell Kamloops (250) 314-7685 bigaircharters@hotmail.com / www.bayshoregrillmarina.com

Wake2Wake Board School T Gelowitz/C Macleod Kamloops (250) 371-0741 info@wake2wake.ca / www.wake2wake.ca

Nukko Lake Water Ski School Reg Foot Prince George (250) 563-3313 rfoot@carrierlumber.bc.ca

Rider Watersports Zia Cajee Maple Ridge (604) 476-7433 info@riderwatersports.com / www.riderwatersports.com

Okanagan Wakeboard School Ryan Thresher Westbank (250) 979-8789 owswestside@hotmail.com

Cove Watersports Inc. Joel Perkins North Vancouver (604) 985-7433 info@covewatersports.com / www.covewatersports.com

Where's the Wake Wakeboard Sessions Dayton Cox Campbell River (250) 923-7090 whereisthewake@hotmail.com / www.wheresthewake.ca

MANITOBA

Flatland School of Wake Justin Lamoureux Ile-des-Chenes (204) 388-5337

Hang Time Wakeboard School Lonn Vokey Winnipeg (204) 781-6344 info@hangtime.ca / www.hangtime.ca

Ill Eagle Wakeboarding Steve Langston Brandon (204) 573-9253 stevylang@hotmail.com / www.illeaglewake.com

NEW BRUNSWICK

X-Treme Outfitters James Fougere Moncton (506) 383-1130 james@x-tremeoutfitters.ca / www.x-tremeoutfitters.ca

NOVA SCOTIA

East Coast Wakeboarding Michael Sampson Hammonds Plains (902) 448-6453 mike@ecwakeboarding.com / www.ecwakeboarding.com

NORTH WEST TERRITORIES

Flipside Watersports Brendan Matthews Yellowknife (250) 858-4262 flipsidewatersports@hotmail.com / www.flipsidewatersports.com

ONTARIO 

Charleston Lake Watersports Nigel Brown Athens (613) 924-1794 waterskiorboard@aol.com / www.charlestonlakewatersports.ca

Rini Ski School Judi Rini Sydenham (613) 376-3828 d-j@kingston.net

Madawaska Wake Drew McCullough Calabogie (613) 752-1415 d.mccullough@mac.com / www.madwake.com

Westlake Wakeboard School Ben Chalmers Picton (613) 393-2116 chalmersben@hotmail.com / westlakewakeboarding.com

Chemong Lake Wakeboard School Brad Conlin Bridgenorth (705) 768-0505 brad@kawarthalakeswakeboard.com / www.kawarthalakeswakeboard.com

Kawartha Water Sports Shane Dow Peterborough (705) 740-2919 kawarthawatersports@yahoo.com

Maynard's Wakeboard School Mike Maynard Hastings (705) 696-2628 hastingsmarine@heydon.com

Stoney Point Marina Ski School U.M. Nasch Lakefield (705) 877-2300 info@stoneypointmarina.ca / www.stoneypointmarina.ca

Cameron Lake Boarding School Stew Low Fenelon Falls (705) 887-6792 stew.low@gm.com

WSWC Member Schools

more schools on page 38

Water Ski and Wakeboard Canada 
names Hall of Fame inductees
By Louis Daignault

Water Ski and Wakeboard Canada has announced that two athletes 
Vailla Hoggan of Brandon, Man., and Jeff Heer of Richmond, B.C., and 
two builders Ross Outerbridge of Toronto and Vern Oberg of Edmonton 
will be inducted into its Hall of Fame later this summer.

In addition, Eric Horton of Kentville, N.S., will be the first ever 
inductee in the Pioneer category.

Hoggan packed in an impressive career in the sport. In 1968 she 
became the first Canadian 
woman to win gold in sla-
lom at the Pan American 
Championships. That same 
year, the multiple Canadian 
champion finished first in 
women’s tricks at nation-
als with a Canadian record 
score. She retired at age 22 
to pursue her education and 
enjoyed a successful career 

as a teacher and counselor. She was inducted in the Manitoba Sports 
Hall of Fame in 2007.

“It’s unexpected and a real honour,” said Hoggan. “It’s always nice 
to get that recognition after so many years.  I’ll always remember the 
friends I made in the sport. Retiring at 22 may seem young but at the 
time that was pretty much the norm. We didn’t see athletes competing 
into their thirties as today.”

Heer was one of Canada’s first wakeboarding stars. He was the world 
champion in 1996 and was Canada’s first ever national champion and 
first winner at the prestigious Wakestock competition. He 
continues today to have a big impact on the Canadian 
wakeboard scene as coach and mentor to current 
international stars Rusty Malinoski, Chad Sharpe 

and Aaron Rathy.

“ I ’m  s u p e r 
stoked about the induc-
tion,” said Heer, who currently 
works in national water ski and wakeboard distribution in Vancouver. 
“It was a real thrill to be part of the sport in its infancy and to help it 
evolve to the point to where it is becoming more and more mainstream 
around the world.”

Dr. Outerbridge was involved with Water Ski and Wakeboard 
Canada as a volunteer for over a quarter century with duties ranging 
from coaching to officiating to providing medical support. He also wrote 
and edited virtually all the coaching and course conductor manuals for 
the association. It is estimated that in his 24 year involvement with the 

coaching program he delivered techni-
cal courses to more than 900 water ski 
coaches.

“I’ve really benefited from my 
involvement in water skiing at the 
professional and personal level,” said 
Outerbridge, an orthopedic surgeon 
based in Kamloops, B.C. “I developed 
as a person very much through that 
involvement. At the competitive level, 
definitely our victory in the team event 
over the U.S., at the 1993 world cham-
pionships really stands out.”

Vern Oberg 
has been involved in Canadian water skiing 
since 1959 at all levels. He was president of 
both Water Ski Alberta (1992) and Water 
Ski Canada (1993-95). At the international 
level he was president for the international 
federation’s Pan Am region for a decade, 
and inf luential in water skiing being 
added permanently to the Pan Am Games 
in 1995.

“Before the Pan Am Games there 
were virtually no water skiing competi-
tion sites in South America,” said Oberg. 
“Now there are at least six at which we 
can hold international competitions. It’s really been great for the sport 
and the Pan Ams have become our Olympics.”

Horton’s innovative spirit has 
resulted in the evolution of speed 
control systems which is respon-
sible for the increased accuracy 
at which boats are able to be 
controlled in competition.  The 
PerfectPass speed control system is 
now used all over the world and is 
required if any world records are to 
be recognized by the International 
federation.

“It’s exciting to say the least,” 
said Horton a former engineer with Nova Scotia Hydro who now 
operates PerfectPass full time. “It amazes me that what was once a 
recreational venture to help my kids in water skiing has evolved this 
much.”

“Our sport has achieved much in Canada and internationally, and 
that’s principally because of its special people”, said Dan Wolfenden, 
WSWC Executive Director. “Our Hall of Fame Committee continues 
to have a nice challenge – difficulty singling out those for recognition 
amongst many. Our 2008 class have truly achieved the highest level of 
recognition and made tremendous contributions to our sport.”

Heer will be inducted at ceremonies at the 2008 Canadian Wake-
board Championships in Regina, Sask., while the four other honourees 
will be enshrined at the Canadian Water Ski Championships in New-
market, Ont.
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